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NICOLAS PARTY BRINGS WORLD OF STRANGE CREATURES 
& WILD FLORA TO LA GALLERY
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by Gabrielle Leung

“Sottobosco” Installation view.

This month, New York-based Swiss artist Nicolas Party is holding his first-ever Los 
Angeles solo exhibition at Hauser & Wirth. The exhibition, entitled “Sottobosco,” 
is comprised of new paintings, sculptures, site-specific murals and architectural 
installations that invite viewers into Party’s ethereal world.

Party is best known for his unique approach to landscapes, portraiture and still life 
scenes. Like the title of his latest exhibition implies, his work explores the binary of 
the natural and manmade with what the Italians call “sottobosco.” The word refers 
to both the undergrowth of a forest as well as the sub-genre of still life painting 
devoted to botanical life in nature’s darker regions.

From portraits of people with snakes and mushrooms making up their torsos to 
shadowy lands of alternate realities, Party forges connections between seeming-
ly disparate worlds. Through his captivating pastel universes filled with flora and 
fauna, he is able to bring nature, science and the art historical cannon into harmony 
with each other.


