
COLOSSAL 
MAY, 26, 2021 

PRECIOUS GEMSTONES CLOAK GIANT FRUIT SCULPTURES IN 
GLEAMING POCKETS OF DECAY

Colorful, lustrous patterns made of precious and semi-precious stones coat a new 
series of oversized fruit sculptures by Kathleen Ryan. A bright rind peeks through 
layers of mold on a halved lemon, white and green Penicillium spoils a basket of 
cherries, and multicolored fungi crawls out of a grinning Jack-o-lantern. Continuing 
her practice of portraying the grotesque through traditionally beautiful materials, the 
New York-based artist (previously) ironically questions notions of value, desire, and 
“how objects bring meaning and carry a history.”

You can see Ryan’s sculptures at Karma in New York through June 19, and find 
more of her unsightly fruits on Instagram.
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“Bad Lemon (Sea Witch)” (2020), aventurine, serpentine, prehnite, chrysoprase, rhyolite, agate, moss agate, jasper, peridot, 
moonstone, magnesite, lilac stone, turquoise, citrine, calcite, feldspar, ruby in zoisite, labradorite, swarovski crystal, quartz, 
mother of pearl, freshwater pearls, glass, steel pins on coated polystyrene, 16½ x 18 x 20 inches. All images © Kathleen Ryan, 
courtesy of Karma, New York, shared with permission
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